[New directions in epidemiology].
The article presents a panoramic view of the outlook for epidemiology and its future applications under the new orientations. It is based on the documents presented to the Seminar on the uses and prospects of epidemiology, held in Buenos Aires in November 1983. It reviews the uses of epidemiology in health services, the integration of epidemiology and health administration, epidemiology applied to evaluation and to the control and surveillance of diseases, epidemiological research, and manpower training in epidemiology. The article stress throughout the need for a reorientation of activities in epidemiology so that it may become an ideal instrument for the improvement of health services and the attainment of health for all.